A publication for the servant’s heart at Crossroads Church

Volume 2013, Jan - Feb Issue

For anyone who has ever been the new kid on campus there is
one thing we all have in common: we all have a natural fear of
the unknown. Will I know where to go? Will anyone notice
me? Will I enjoy the experience? Will I want to return?
Even for long-time Christians, attending a new church can be a
scary situation.
And at Crossroads in
Carmichael, we understand that. The First
Impressions Team was created out of a desire
to meet people’s needs from the parking lot to
the sanctuary; from arrival all the way through
the service. The team connects with people
before they’ve heard the Worship Team sing a
single note or the Pastor utter a single word.
The First Impressions Team is made up of
individuals who were impacted by their own
first impression of Crossroads. They carry
umbrellas to cars and hold doors open. They
greet with a genuine smile, a kind word and a
great cup of coffee. They clean the building as
though it were their home. They help quiet
the spirit, calm the nerves and usher people
into an opportunity to meet with Christ oneon-one.
Everyone at Crossroads offers a first impression of the church
whether they intend to or not. That is the beauty of being a part
of the Body of Christ: we all play a part in representing Christ in
our own ways and with the abilities God has blessed us with.
God is, and always will be, all-knowing; he knows who will be
joining us each Sunday and is already working in their lives and
hearts to prepare them for the message they’ll receive that
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heritage of devotion to God’s Word,
fellowship, worship and prayer
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en gage -calculate

loyalty

Crossroads is for people at every stage of life; from those seeking God to
those who have made following Jesus the priority of their life. We don’t
assume everyone believes, or even knows the Bible, but we do challenge
each one to explore it, examine it’s message and embrace it’s good
news. We believe the Bible to be God’s word, the primary source for
knowing Him and the final authority on His will for our lives.
( who is your master? )

empower .

communicate identity

We grow as we embrace who we are in Christ. Knowing who we are is
the catalyst for growing strong in our relationship with God and growing
deep in our relationships with others in the family of God. Identity is
discovered in knowing and being known, loving and being loved, serving
and being served. It is about discovering who we are in Jesus Christ and
how He has designed us to function as His body, the church.
( who does Jesus say you are? )

equip .

cultivate maturity

Not everyone who comes to Crossroads will be a committed Christfollower, but we do expect lives to be changed. We seek to equip one
another to move closer to reflecting the image of Christ in all areas of
life. This is a safe place, but safe doesn’t mean comfortable. Truth isn’t
always comfortable. We grow when we are challenged to new levels of
commitment and called out of our comfort zone.
( what’s your next move for God? )

encourage .

c elebrate lo ngev ity

Disciples of Jesus will make disciples of Jesus. To be productive we
intentionally choose a life of self-denial, service and sacrifice. We
recognize how challenging this life can be and how critical it is that we
live in a community where the presence of Jesus is central. Only then
will we become a community where disciples reproduce disciples,
leaders reproduce leaders and churches reproduce churches ‘till He
comes’.
( what’s the fruit your life? )
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UNVEILED
Worship Ministries
“And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s
glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever increasing
glory…” 2 Cor 3:18

Project UNVEILED is well under
way. The Crossroads family have
accomplished so much already.
The road before us looks very
exciting. In the fall we hosted
two fundraising events. They
brought in $5000 between them.
Donations have continued to
come in. We are nearly half-way
to our need. In February we will
begin another drive to complete
and fulfill the financial needs.
On January 1st we launched our
90 day game plan. It breaks our
project into 3 bite-size phases. In
January we aim to complete the
side rooms and backstage
portions. In February we aim to
do all the major construction on
the stage itself. And in March we
aim to install lighting and new
screens and projectors and all
the finish work. We are seeing
God provide in awesome ways.
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We are beginning to see more
clearly what this can be. We are
beginning to see how this new
design will serve to display and
declare the glory of our great
God and Savior.
We have a series of workdays,
and work-weeks in the weeks to
come. To get involved: 1)
participate in a work day; 2)
provide resources for the project;
and 3) pray for God’s glory as we
proceed. You are part of this. You
can make this happen.
Find Pastor Jeff if you want to
hear any stories about the
awesome things God has been
doing. You are encouraged to get
involved if you want to be a part
of this story. Visit our website by
clicking on the Project UNVEILED
link on the Crossroads Church
main webpage at
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2013
SPRING
SEASON
SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 3
Super KICK-OFF
Party

SUNDAY
EVENINGS
Life Groups in
Homes
Parenting God’s
Way

WEDNESDAY
EVENINGS
GalPals
Men Under
Construction
Essentials Class

The 2013 LIFE Group Spring Season “KICKS-OFF” the week of
Sunday, February 3rd with a SUPER Party held here at Crossroads. You are invited to join in the fun and fellowship as
we watch the Super Bowl together. Also, this will give you
an opportunity to speak with various LIFE group leaders to
decide which LIFE group is right for you to join for the rest of
the season.
This season there will be a variety of LIFE groups offered on
Sunday and Wednesday nights. We start off by welcoming
Men Under Construction, Gal Pals and our Essentials
Class to the LIFE group family. Each LIFE group offered this
season will have a different curriculum and emphasis. For
example, our Essentials LIFE group will be led by Pastor Curt
and his wife Becky on Wednesday Nights at the church and
will focus around the 4 essentials that every Christian and
Church should center their lives on. This LIFE group would
be great for those new to Crossroads.
There will also be a 'Parenting God's Way' LIFE group offered and led by Pastor Matt and his wife Amy. This group
will meet in Matt and Amy's home on Sunday nights. Together we will discover God's will on parenting His children. This LIFE group will be open to children.
You will also be able to choose from multiple groups being
held on Sunday evenings that are most similar to Life
Groups held in past seasons. Once group leaders are finalized more details will be provided. Groups meeting 'on campus' at Crossroads on Wednesday evenings will have child
care available.
So mark your calendars for Sunday, February 3 to attend the
“KICK-OFF” Party to begin exploring which group fits you &
your family best.
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morning. It is exciting to be a
part of a greater plan and to see
the impact of the First
Impressions Team as people
grow closer to Christ.
Who can be on the First
Impressions Team?
Every person at our church is part
of the First Impressions Team,
even if not “officially.” We are all
called to show God’s love in all
that we do. Whether at work, at
home, or in the church lobby, we
are called to love others with the
love God provides.

What roles are available and
how can I join?
The First Impressions Team
consists of the following roles:
Clean Team – General cleaning of
the sanctuary, lobby, and
bathrooms
Lobby Greeters – Offer a warm
smile
and
a
welcoming
handshake as others come
through the doors
Sanctuary Door Greeters – Offer
a bulletin, a smile, and any other
information the guests need
Café – Prepare coffee, pastries,
and yourself to engage in
fellowship
Rain Patrol – Walk to people’s
cars and offer umbrellas; the
ultimate first impression

You may think that you have
nothing to offer. You may be shy
and apprehensive to be the first
face new guests see when they
come in. However, there are
many roles on the team which
require a variety of personalitytypes and skill sets. There are
several roles that take place
“behind the scenes” as well as
“front and center.”
There are so many things that go
into the first impression of a
guest at Crossroads. Some of
these things may be obvious;
others, much less so. Please
consider joining the First
Impressions Team and reflect
God’s love to everyone that
comes through the doors.
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Attendance counters – Count
how many people are in
attendance on a given day
Opening/Lockup – Lock/Unlock
doors on Sundays to allow people
to come in and worship
The First Impressions Team is
always looking to expand the
roles available and there will be
many opportunities to grow this
team in the future.
To officially serve on the team,
please reach out to Andrew or
Kelli Rossman.
Andrew –
Andrew@crossroadscarmichael.com
Kelli –
kelli.rossman@yahoo.com

Crossroads Church - Where Life & Faith Intersect

The Art of Marriage Conference
Getting to the Heart of God's
Learn the "how-to's" to blend your personalities and
life circumstances to create a divinely-inspired work
of art marriage. Every marriage is unique, expressed
by the colorful personalities of each
spouse and textured by the
circumstances at play in their lives.
Blending these to make marriage work
is a divinely inspired art form
challenging to master but definitely
worth the effort. Get ready to make a
masterpiece of your marriage through
this video-driven conference.
Session Topics:
 Love Happens * Love Fades * Love
Dances * Love Interrupted * Love Sizzles
* Love Always
March 15th (6-9pm) and
March 16th (9am-4pm)

This conference is geared to help
couples...discover their primary purpose
of marriage, learn to walk by the power
CROSSROADS
of the Holy Spirit in marriage, help
CHURCH
Main Auditorium
husbands and wives understand their
roles in marriage, learn to manage
healthy conflict resolution, understand the ultimate
purpose of sex in marriage, and learn how they can
leave a godly legacy.
Contact Andy and Cindy Upton for
more information.
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We all experience moments where
others bump into our happy and we can
become emotionally unglued. We stuff,
we explode, or react somewhere in
between. What do we do with these
raw emotions? Is it really possible to make emotions work for us instead
of against us? Yes, and we'll learn some God honoring practical ways in
our new 6-week DVD study, "Unglued: Making Wise Choices in
the Midst of Raw Emotions."
Unglued will equip you to:
 Know with confidence how to resolve
conflict in your important relationship.
 Find peace in your most difficult
relationships as you learn to be honest but
kind when offended.
 Identify what type of reactor you are and
how to significantly improve your
communication.
 Respond with no regrets by managing your
tendencies to stuff, explode, or react somewhere in between.
 Gain a deep sense of calm by responding to situations out of your
control without acting out of control.
Contact Cindy Upton to sign up.

: We are about to embark on a new
journey.
Join us for the 10-week
study, "Stepping Up: A Call to Courageous
Manhood" (by Dennis Rainey) where we will
tackle, head-on, the call to living, breathing
manhood, offering a simple yet powerful
vision for what it means to be a man who truly
conquers and wins. Perfect for men of all ages
who aspire to an effective life. Stepping Up
uses biblical insights from truths learned in
over 40 years of ministry with men.
Insights include: Six non-negotiables for training teenage
young men; the temptation men face to step down; three
qualities of men who finish well. Stepping Up offers a
simple yet powerful vision for what it means to be the
men God created them to be.
Contact Andy Upton to sign up.
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Holy
Grounds
the

Café
What better way to meet and greet at church than with warm
drinks and pastries?! Fellowship is one of the many joys at
Crossroads. In an effort to keep the cafe' thriving, we are
seeking continuous donations for various items. Napkins,
bottled water, any blends of coffee, flavored creamers, & hot
cocoa packets are some of the main needs. If you would like
contribute, please see Stacy Boyd.
I would also like to thank Nita Overstreet for the many Panera
contributions on Sunday mornings and the many others who
ensure there is yummy morning snacks before worship service.

YOUTH CAMP
FUNDRAISER

February 10th in Lobby
Before & After
worship service
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Youth Ministry returns to CROSSROADS CHURCH. Beginning on
Wednesday, February 6th, 6:30-8pm and will meet on the church
campus (exact location T.B.A.). Crossroads Youth Ministry will be
led by Pastor Matt and Brittany Livingston and will be open to
youth grades 6-12. Watch for more details coming soon.

Hume Lake Youth Summer Camp
Fundraiser:
Its that time again! Crossroads
youth is having their annual
Valentine themed BAKE SALE
on Sunday, Feb. 10th before
& after worship service. But
there's more than just yummy
t r e a t s. . . . w e h a v e s o m e
LOVELY crafts as well.
All
proceeds go directly to offset
the cost of camp this summer for 8 of our youth. If you'd like
more information about Hume Lake camp, please see Amy
Potratz. For inquiries about the Bake Sale, please see Stacy
Boyd. Thank you for supporting Crossroads kids!
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#1
Thanks
to
Stephanie
Devlin,
Katie
O'Brien,
Aly
Cantrell, and Julia Bolognesi
for stepping up to fill in some
children's ministry positions!
#2 - Children’ s Groups will
resume Wednesday, February
6th, from 6:30 to 8 pm on the
CROSSROADS CHURCH campus.
#3 - Summer camp at Hume Lake
is coming up soon! Please see
Amy Potratz to register!
#4 - Needed: One person to
work with our elementary age
class on the second Sunday's
of the month. If interested,
please see Amy.
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The Office Assistant is a
volunteer position that provides
a variety of office/clerical duties
which support the general operations of the CROSSROADS
CHURCH office, pastoral staff,
leadership team and ministry
leaders. Duties may include answering phones, copy, faxing,
care & cleaning of office facility,
report writing, communication
(written & oral), bulletin, publications, children’s project prep,
and other duties as determined.
Duties will be appropriately
matched to Assistant’s skill level
and coordinated through the
Office Manager.

Seeking multiple positions in
each area of service. Please
complete an application and
submit to Barbara Browning
as soon as able.
Applications are available
in the information booth for
your use.
The Grounds & Facility
Maintenance personnel is a
volunteer position that provides
a variety of general grounds &
facility maintenance and housekeeping duties which support the
general operations of the CROSSROADS CHURCH. Duties may include landscaping & grounds upkeep, facility repair & maintenance, general electrical, plumbing, construction, HVAC, housekeeping and other duties as determined. Duties will be appropriately matched to the individual’s skill level and coordinated
through the Deacons.

7100 Fair Oaks Blvd., Carmichael, CA 95608
(916) 486-8611 phone; (916) 482-1905 fax; www.CROSSROADSCARMICHAEL.org

All entries in The STAND are intended to advertise events which will serve to benefit our church
and members of our church family. To submit a request for consideration please email Barbara
Browning at barbara@crossroadscarmichael.org. All entries must be received by the 15th of each
month for publication in the following month’s issue.
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