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What is Children’s Ministry?   

The simple answer is…serving children.  Much in the same 
way our pastors serve us adults.  They teach us, admonish 
us, encourage us, plead with us, have fun with us, and urge 

us to grow in the knowledge of our Lord.  
This is what we strive to accomplish 
every Sunday morning, and Wednesday 
night.  We desperately want our children 
to know how much God loves them, and 
how much he wants a relationship with 
them.  We strive for them to know that 
they are not just our “future church”, 
they are our church.  They are as vital 
and important as any old adult! 

What goes on over there anyway? 

At Crossroads, we use a web-based curriculum called 
Orange (www.whatisorange.org)  It is based on the 
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Nate Boyd, Gary Livingston, Pam Pearson, Amy Potratz Co-Director, Aura Coffman Co-Director 

What ages do we serve? 

Infant nursery:  ages 0-2 

Toddler Class: ages 2-3 

Preschool (Buds): ages 4-K 

Elementary (Treehouse): 1-6th Grades 
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 philosophy that families and the 
church should work together to 
incite wonder…provoke discovery…
and fuel passion in the heart of 
every child.  Our goal is for kids to 
grow up seeing an authentic faith, 
displayed first in their family, and 
reinforced here at Crossroads.  Of 
course, along with the bible teaching 
comes lots of fun, games, crafts, 
singing, and other special activities. 

Some of our dreams:   

We would love to expand!!  We 
would love to see our Elementary 

grades split into more age specific 
classes.  This however requires 
PEOPLE!!  Now I know what some of 
you are thinking…here is an excerpt 
from one of my inspirations, my 
heroes, and someone I greatly 
respect, 

Wes Stafford, President and CEO of 
Compassion International.  He said 
this in one of his books… 

”With each child you encounter, you 
have the power and opportunity to 
build up…or sadly, to tear down.  A 
life can literally be launched with as 

little as a single word, an uplifting 
comment, a well-timed hug, a 
tender prayer, a compliment, the 
holding of a frightened hand, or the 
gentle wiping of a tear-all in just a 
minute! 

And all of us, with no training are 
qualified to do it.  No one can say, 
“Well, children are just not my thing-
I don’t ‘get’ them.  The truth is, you 
deserve an honorary doctorate in 
‘childhood’.  You have done a 
minimum of eighteen years of “field 
research” in this complex subject.  
Having been a child yourself, you’ve 
experienced firsthand all there is to 
know about childhood-you may 
know what it feels like done right, or 
sadly what it feels like done horribly 
wrong.” 

Consider the role you might play in 
the children here at Crossroads.  A 
child’s heart is like wet clay…just 
sitting there waiting for someone to 
imprint it.  It is soft and shapeable.  
It is ever so open to hear about the 
God that loves them.  We have no 
idea how the words that we speak 
into their lives will reverberate for a 
lifetime. 

Children’s Ministry Co-Directors 
 

Amy Potratz (916) 396-7208 cell, 
amy@crossroadscarmichael.org 

 
Aura Coffman (916) 206-7477 

aura@crossroadscarmichael.org 
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TODDLER CLASS  
(2’s and 3’s) 

 

3  People to serve in our Toddler Class (2's and 
3's):2 on the second Sunday of the month and 1 

on the 4th Sunday .  This position involves welcom-
ing toddlers into the class, supervising play, serving 
snacks, doing simple crafts, teaching simple bi-
ble truths in storybook format.  Arriving in class 15 
minutes prior to service start time is mandatory. 
  

1  Person to serve in our Toddler Class (2's and 3's) 
on the fifth Sunday of the month.  (this only oc-

curs 4-5 times per year) This position involves wel-
coming toddlers into the class, supervising play, 
serving snacks, doing simple crafts, teaching simple 
bible truths in storybook format.  Arriving in class 15 
minutes prior to service start time is mandatory. 
 
 

PRESCHOOL CLASS  
(age 4-K) 

  

1  Person to serve in our Preschool Class (age 4-K) 
on the 4th Sunday of each month. This position is 

an assistant role. You would be helping the Lead 
Teacher supervise children, help with crafts, games, 
and other activities.  Arriving in class 15 minutes 
prior to service start time is mandatory. 

 

1  Person to serve in our Preschool Class (age 4-K) 
on the 5th Sunday of each month.  (this only oc-

curs 4-5 times per year)  This position is an assistant 
role. You would be helping the Lead Teacher super-
vise children, help with crafts, games, and other 
activities. Arriving in class 15 minutes prior to ser-
vice start time is mandatory.   
 

 SUBSTITUTES 
 

People to serve as substitutes.  These are "on call" 
positions.  If someone from our service team is sick 
or unable to serve, we would call you to fill in (no 
more than 1x per month). 

FILLED AN 
UPSPOKEN 

NEED 
Thank you  

ROGER 
BROWNING  
for stepping up  

to work with  
TREEHOUSE kids to 
relieve Amy Potratz 

from frequent   
fill-ins! 

FILLED A 
NEED 

Thank you  

BRIAN  
UPTON  

for stepping up  
to work with  

PRESCHOOL BUDS 
the 2nd Sunday of 

the month! 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
VACANCY UPDATES 
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Praise God for His faithfulness and provision. Over $3,000 

was raised for project UNVEILED.  That has put the total 

designated for project UNVEILED over the $10,000 

mark and provides a good start to begin Phase 1 in the 

plan.  This means that certain supplies can be purchased 

and some work can officially begin as 

we see our current stage transformed 

into a new, powerful tool to shine the 

light of Jesus in our church and 

community!  

Please continue to pray for upcoming 

fundraiser as well as additional 

p ledges and support  o f  th is 

project.  The ultimate goal is around 

$35,000, so we still appreciate any 

gifts of any size.  If you would like to 

contribute, please drop your donation 

off in the mailbox inside the church 

auditorium on the west wall next to the project 
UNVEILED.  Simply mark "project UNVEILED" on your 

check or envelope.  All gifts are tax-deductible.  Thank you 

in advance for your generosity.  I can't wait to see how God 

will use our church in new ways to promote His gospel in 

the months and years ahead! 

 Rummage  &  
Bake Sale 
It was a huge 

success! Thank you 
to everyone who 
volunteered your 

time, donations, & 
most importantly 

prayer for this 
project! 

Project UNVEILED Work Day 
(1st opportunity to put your fingerprint on the stage renovation) 

 

December 1st (8 am - 2 pm) 
 

Need people skilled in demolition, electrical,  
plumbing, construction, and hard work 
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Project UNVEILED has 

service needs in all 
aspects of this event. 

Please consider how you 
might help and contact 

Katie O’Brien  
at  (916) 501-5916. 
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Dear Crossroads Family & Friends, 

 

The last few months I have been on a search to find 
my place in life. Not being in school and working a 
part time job has left me wondering, “What in the 
world am I going to do with my life?” After talking to 
friends, family, and most importantly, God, I believe 

my first step is going through a 
Discipleship Training School 
(DTS) with Youth With a 
Mission (YWAM). 

I was first introduced to YWAM 
during Spring 2008. I went with 
a group from church to 
Ensenada, MX to participate in 
a ministry they run called 
Mission Adventures. Mission 
Adventures is a short-term 
outreach experience for junior 
high and high school students. 
During that time students will 
grow in their walks with God 
while on base, as well as 

spreading His love though the surrounding 
communities. My second time partnering with 
YWAM was working as staff for Mission Adventures 
during this past summer (2012). This time I had the 
opportunity to take students out and evangelize as 
well as strengthen their personal relationships with 
our Savior. What an amazing experience. 

With the new year coming, there are new 
opportunities for me to strengthen my roots and 
continue my journey to find out where God wants 

 (Continued to pg.  9, UPTON) 
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The next issue of  is scheduled for 
publication on JANUARY 1st;  

all entries are due by December 15th. 
  

If you have a service need that you want included in this issue please 
email the article for consideration to Barbara Browning at  

barbara@crossroadscarmichael.org. Articles received after the 15th 
will be held for publication in the following issue. 

Dear Crossroads Family, 

Children’s Ministries is in need of used paper towel rolls (the 

inner cardboard roll that is left over when you use the last 

sheet), and also used toilet paper rolls (ditto). 

For those who can help us stock up on these two items, a 

box will be available near the Information Booth in the 

Lobby, and we will continue to take theses donations even 

after the box has disappeared. They can be turned in at the 

Information Booth on any Sunday. 

We appreciate your help! 

Pam Warfield  
on behalf of Children’s Ministries 
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SCRIP CHRISTMAS SALES 
DEADLINE 

Sunday, December 9th is the deadline 
to turn gift card orders in for delivery 
before Christmas. Any orders placed 
after that date may not make it in 
time for Christmas. Please visit the 
Information Booth after the service to 
learn more! Thank you to those who 
have supported this fund-raising 
effort in 2012!  All proceeds from 
Scrip Sales benefit Crossroad's 
Children Ministries. 

The Deacons are looking for individuals to 

help with the upkeep of the grounds around 

the church.  If you have a passion for 

beautifying our property, please reach 

out to Randy Livingston.  

Thank you Shawn Johnson and Chris Lewis for stepping up 
to serve along side Randy on various jobs around the church 
campus, your time and effort have not gone unnoticed! 
Happily it was recently announced that Shawn got a new job! 
But sadly we realized we need to replace him in his service to 
groundskeeping. So will you help??? Contact Randy to see how 
you can serve. 
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me. From January through May of 2013 there is a 
Discipleship Training School taking place at the YWAM 
San Antonio Del Mar-Tijuana base in Mexico. This is a 
Sports & Fitness DTS that focuses on using sports as an 
evangelic tool to reach others. This school will test me 
physically as well as spiritually, There are two phases of 
a DTS, the lecture phase and the outreach phase. 
During the lecture phase of this school I will go through 
classes to develop my personal character, grow deeper 
in my relationship with God, and find my personal/
spiritual gifts and callings. The outreach phase is 
designed to put everything we learned into practice. This 
is an eight-week period where we go into other parts of 
Mexico and spread the love of our God and make Him 
known. 

I ask that while I take the steps to participate in this 
school, you will pray for doors to open and that by God’s 
will, I can make it down there safely and soak in anything 
and everything that I can. Also I ask that you prayerfully 
consider financially supporting me as this school does 
come with a cost. It’s roughly $6,000; about $2,500 for 
the lecture phase, $2,500 for outreach, as well as 
traveling and living expenses. I have created a PayPal 
account (btupton@aol.com) to make it easier to donate if 
you feel led. You can also contact my parents, Andy & 
Cindy Upton, or me for other ways to donate.  

Thank you for taking the tie to join this adventure I am 
setting out on, and for praying over it. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Upton 
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Last week we began 
another rental agreement 
with Korean Good News 
Baptist Church. They have 
a thriving church in San 
Jose and are now planting 

a church in the Sacramento area. 
They have agreed to terms with 
us at Crossroads to rent a small 
room in the office and children's 
ministry building on Sunday 
morn ings,  ev en ings and 
Wednesday evenings. Currently 

they have less than 10 members, 
but are seeking to grow over the 
coming months. Please pray for 
their ministry and praise God for 
their partnership with us! 

Christmas Service is Sunday, 

December 23rd. Plan now 

to invite your family and 

friends to come celebrate 

the birth of our Savior. 
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We have only “8 unclaimed words” to finish our collage of 
words that signify what we, Crossroads Church Family, 
intends our church to become. After Christmas all the 
“words” will begin their move to a new location in the 
auditorium, making way for the unveiling of the new stage.  
 
Please help us to complete this mission by choosing one (or 
more) of the remaining names to design your art piece and 
let Curt Pearson know what you have selected. Remaining: 

 
Intentional 
Passionate 
Obedient 
Selfless 

Immortal 
Confident 

Determined 
 

All you need is the HEART to make one! As you can see NO 
TWO ARE ALIKE! The absolute beauty of this project is that 
each piece truly represents the HEART of our church, from 
kids to adults, artistic representation, faith & spiritual 
maturity, and it’s all for the GLORY OF OUR LORD! 
 
In order to complete this project in a timely manner a 
DEADLINE of December 31, 2012 has been established to 
turn in all unfinished work. This coincides with the conclusion 
of the Finish Strong Series and the 2012 Make Your Move 
Campaign. 



7100 Fair Oaks Blvd., Carmichael, CA  95608 
(916) 486-8611 phone; (916) 482-1905 fax; www.CROSSROADSCARMICHAEL.org 

All entries in The STAND are intended to advertise events which will serve to benefit our church 
and members of our church family. To submit a request for consideration please email Barbara 
Browning at barbara@crossroadscarmichael.org. All entries must be received by the 15th of each 
month for publication in the following month’s issue. 
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First Impressions Team 

The First Impressions Team (FIT) is 

always looking for people who are 

passionate about welcoming people 

into Crossroads and reflecting God's 

love for them.  The goal of the FIT 

team is to point people to the Lord 

by showing his love through acts of service.  There are roles 

for those interested in interacting with people and there are 

roles for those who prefer to be "behind the scenes."  

Specifically, here are a number of service roles that the team 

is currently looking for: 

 Clean Team Members (Main Auditorium & Office Bldg) 

 Lobby Greeters 

 Door Greeters 

 Attendance Counters 

 

 

See Andrew or Kelli Rossman 
to learn how you can serve! 

 


